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IMRODUCTION

Distribution of water of the Lower Jord.an River has becc-me more

conplex with addltional d-eveloprnent of acreage r:n the _lower:reaches of the

river and- the contributory streams. For many years, conflict ltas existed- among

the vater users on the Lover Jordan River and Surptus Canal over vater use.

In I!J4, many of the water users requested- the appointment of a water com-

missloner to supervise water regulation. Mr. B. F. Lofgren vas appointed- conmissior-er

ir -l-934 and. Mr. R. E. Redden Ln L)jJ. The anmral reports of these two commissioners;

are available in the State Engineer's offj-ce. These reports contaln gnilch d-ata

as to the water supply and. problems of those years.

In f96I a request was made for a water cormrissioner to be ap'oointed

by the State Engineer, however, following a meeti-ng with some of the water users.

the folloving arrangement was worked. ou|. in lieu of appointing a cornmissioner.

I. The lrater of the Lower Jord-an River was divided,, JCof"

d-elivered- into the Surplus Canal_, and. JO/" remaining in

the Jord-an River, this to be accompl-ished. under d-irection

of Mr. AI Thonas of the North Point Consol-i-clatecL lrrisa-
tion Company.

2. The North Point Consolidated. Irrigation Company was to use

the entire fl-ow of s,rprus canal for l-r days, and the re-

maining water users to use the entire flow for the nex-u

p d.ays.

3. The d-uck clubs on the Surplus Canal and Lower Jordan vould_

work out a d-istribution pattern arnong themserves.

This d-istribution agreement worked. out fairly well for the remai_nd.er

of I$L, however, friction d-eveloped- each year at d.ifferent times over water

d.ivision and. Iack of a central regulating authority.

May 24, L966 a petltion for the appointnent of a r^rater commlssioner
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vas received by the State Engineer, and. in accordance a meeting vas hel-d- on June

J4t 1965 in tbe State Engineer's office eoncerning the water rights an4 the

possibility of organized- water d-istribution on the Lower Jordan River. At

the meeting, the concensus of many water users was that a commissioner was

not necessary at this ti-ne. A later meeting was set for JuIy zL, L966 to d_is-

cuss any further d-evelopments and. to d.etermine the necessity of appointing a

conmissioner. At this later meeting, the larger users agreed. that a comrni-ssioner

was necessary antl they felt it advisable as low flows were expected- d-uring August

and. September.

There has been no generar d-eternination of water rights, suppry,

ancl allocation on the Lower Jord-an River and- it is obvious from the second--feet

of water claimed-, that alr rights cannot be supplied. water. A l-ist of the rights
of record. vas prepared. by the State Engineer's office for the June l-l+tn meeting

showing an acclmulative total of 222J second.-feet of water. This list is
irrclud'ed' as Tabl-eI. Forall purposes and. for irrigation and. year-aro,nd- period-s

of use, the water users, after a review of this l_ist and a l_ist prepared. 7_2I_66

rimited' to the larger rights, agreed. that without prejud-ice and. influencing any

d-etemdnation of water rights and. for tine LS5 year only , that water arl-ocation
shou.].d. be rnad-e as fol_lows:

1. onJy d-iligence rights shourd. be consid.ered. and they should_ be

consid.ered. as being of equal priority.
2. The fl-ow of Lower Jordan River at the head_ of the

shouLd. be d-ivid_ed ,O/r into the S'rplus Canal, and_

the Lower Jorclan Ri_ver. It is noted_ that although

is a problem, that both branehes agreed. they would_

by on tine J@o all_ocated quantity.

n

Surplus Canal

5@, into

quality

have to get
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A n
3. That the water regrrlation should be firnited- to rights d.iverting

more than one second.-foot of water or irrigating more than !O

acres of land., the assessment also to be hmited. to these

categories.

4. The vater 1n the Surplus Canal and- in the Lower Jordan River

to be allocated. on this basis i,t a i-:,O@o of rights can be served-

or on a percentage basis, in accordance if the water suppl-y wiII
not give fuJ.J- right satisfaction.

The Ju-ly zl-t L%6 list of larger users is includ.ed. as Tabte II. With

the establishment of this agreement by the water users, the JuIy 21st meeting

was agreed- that a conrmissioner should- be appointed-. The comrnissioner's d-uties

vas to d-ivid-e the river between the Jord-an River and. Sr:rplus Canal on a fifty-fifty
basis, supervise the d-iversion d-own each branch, work with the corrnty on flood.

regulation and to keep visual- contact of the sunmer users to prevent over-diversion

and. of waste water.

FINANCES

. The State Engineerrs office, in accord-ance with the prevailing

statutes, was to assess the water users to d.efray the cost of the d.istribution

system. A bud.get of $JoOo.oo was established- as fol-l-ows . -{nP 
2h4r< 

7 nqn

l-. Salary ($:lO.OO/month)

2. Travel (fOl per nile)

3. Conpiling report

h. MiseelLaneous Items

For a total- of $3OOo.0o

This bud-get to be utilized. and. revlsed. as necessary by the State

Engineerrs office soley for d.istribution of water in the Lower Jord.an River

and to be expend.ed. only as necessary for these purposes. Any unused- portion

woul-d. be hel-d- in trust for the entire system.

$zzoo.oo

378.00

200.00

^ 
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"d.

The assessment basis, as agreed. by those present at the July 2lst

meeting, was to be pro rated- on the same basis as the water supply. The basis

establ-ished. by agreement is as foll-ows:

I. ,ry/, of the total assessment to be fevied against the water users
tf ?56-s-""1J/ (;/ f

on the Surplus Canal and. JOlo of the totallib+ftet'on the water

users o4tfre Lower Jordan River. The ind.ivid.ual- assessment on.J

both branches to be l-evied- on a pro rata share according to the

water being allocated. to each right. It is noted_ that the rate

per second.-foot on the Lower Jordan River wil-l_ be d_ifferent

from the rate charged- per second--foot on the sr:rp1us canar. This

d.iffering yard- stick was pointed- out to the water users but they

agreed to this basis. The assessment as calculated is incrud.ed.

in Tabl-e III.

COMMISSIONER

The water users when askect for a reconrnend.ation as to whom they would.

like appointed. as conrmissioner, requested. that the State Engineer appoint a

competent engineer with the provision that he has no j-nterest on the river.

The conmissj-onerrs d-uties woul-d. be to regulate all waters of the

Jord-an River from the Surplus Canal head.ing to the Great SaIt Iake in aecord-ance

with the agreement setforth at the meeting.

REPORT /

At the ternination of his tour of d.uty, the colonissioner is to com-

pile a report of his activitie" /Trro,rgi, copies frsle mad.e to suppty each

water user, who pays an assessment. In ad-d-ition he is to supply intermittent

reports that the State Engineer may be kept advised. of cond-itions on the

system.

(4)
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Table III

A'x
Assessment for Lower Jord,an River Distributron

Ovmer of Rightr ^^+ J!ies u .If
2/

Cfs of Right - Assessment
SurBIus Canal Diversions

L. North Point Consofidated. Irr. Co.
c/o Edwin Whitney, 22O Kearns B1dg, Salt Ieke Ci

/a +'c
r nfnLC,) . I \)

Y
ojo. (y

Thomas E. Jeremy
z46a uicrr Ave. , Salt Le.ke Cit
North Point Fr:r & Reclamation Co.
c/o Jarnes M. Shul-sen, President

I G. Street' Salt Lake Cit
Fur & Reclamation Co. 93.5r

i
,, Lake Front Gun & Reclamation Club

t.c/o A. l. Hemsted, Scott Btd-g., Salt Lake City
re LV1.Lo goo.0o t

c/o Dee Anderson, President

Jord-an River Diversions
I1 Ta ra! . u er v

Improvement Conparry

9 CarI Urie

c/o R. S. Cl-enidenin, Attorney at Law

c/o l4rs. Margaret Urie
I West 74OO South, Bountiful

Edward. S. Gilmer
3Bl9 South 20 East, SaIt Lake City ,,,.- ,.-IL Utah Power & i,ight Conpany 'T|.OO )tl 4+r'43

, c lo tV. Robert B. Porter

L/

4

P. o. Box 899, Salt Lake Ci
Subtotal LlL.'4

328.0+ rB00.oo

ssessm

' l^.F,
based on three-month work N o I L ', (o, tfll /

Obtainecl fron Area Office survey on l.O cfs per !O acres of irrigation and I.O cfs
per 1OO acres of Marsh or open-pond strrface.

Jl Par*, of Account No. 2 but must be calculated in separate divisj.ons.

)+/ Agreed. Cfs figr:re - Calculated- on a base of IO cfs of consumption and an arbitrary
'(J/o renartnd-er - Total assessed- ,B-7, cts-

i), 7z1i-{, /',t( _ , rGaR !"*r:
) ,- i / tz-, //4zz-/ u/if 

t ,)-, t..-,,'-);' /' / L.,t-l t 
1,Lt.,t ,-2.i,/c.{,! !=T
C".a- - ":)';Z, /i

k. t 11/4t'
4<r /L,s-+ 7'
c, Gt;l .

J
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